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- Ulbricht's, is slated to beccme Soviet Anbassador to the Federal Republic,

5

_prisoners released by the Soviet Uniop to the DDR for sontinuation of their

Embassy, vhose representatives will attend,

The prineipal matter discussed at the meeting of the SED Politbiro on

14 September1955 was the Adenauer-Bulganin confersnce in Moscow. Prior
to the meeting, Deputy Minister President Walter Ulbricht had been summoned
by the Chief of Protocol at the Soviet Embassy, who complained that the
Eagt German press had published distorted reports of the Moscow conference,
Ulbricht was ordered to eall the 1, September meeting in order to bring
about a change in the "line" of the East German press,

At the Politblire meeting Ulbricht stated that he had been asaigned to
oxplain that it 1s in the interest of the Soviet Union and the CPSU Central
Committes to solve the problem of war prisoners and that a delegation
headed by Otto Grotewohl was to 8o to Mascow to disouss the question of

sentences in Bast German prisons,

Ulbr:lvq‘ht hinself had attempted, through the Soviet Embassy in Berlin, to
be_ appointed leader of the delegation to Moscow, His request was denied
by the Soviets, who preferred to have Grotewohl head the delegation,

It is rumored in the offices of the Politbliro that Grotewohl was chosen
because Deputy Foreign Minister V1adinmir Semenov, an old opponent of

Semenov disagrees with Ulbrioht's policies in regard to Germany, and it is
f_ej;_thnt he considers that his prestige in West Germany would be impaired
if b negotiated with a delegation. led by Ulbricht, Grotewohl stated on
13 September that it would please him greatly if Semenov were to be
appointed Soviet Ambassador to the Federal Republic,

During the second half of September important discussions of esonomic
relations are scheduled to take place between the Polish Embassy and
representatives of the DDR. The problem of the East German-Polish border
also is on the agenda, The discussions are at the request of the Soviet
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